
don’t need scripture to validate your     
experience with God”, “we’re living in a  
time of greater revelation” or “Jesus said, 
we would do greater works than He did, so 
go ahead and do what seems right.” 

     When we begin mimicking these types 
of answers to questions, we must be aware 
that we are setting ourselves up for some 
type of deception. 

     The Lord longs to reveal the mysteries 
of His Kingdom to His children! In the 
midst of discovering and understanding 
Kingdom secrets, Ann and I are keenly 
aware that there are both right and wrong 
ways to receive revelation. 

     Some ask, “if God wants to reveal His 
secrets, why would He make it difficult or 
why would it matter how we access the 
revelation, as long as we experience His 
breakthrough?” Therein lies a deeply 
flawed understanding on our part of God’s 
character. The Father indeed cares far 
more about the process than the trophy at 
the end of the race. The training and 
preparation that produces lasting fruit 
scripturally dominates God’s thoughts and 
directions toward us as His children.  

     We need to walk with a higher level of 
discernment and biblical understanding in 
regards to supernatural signs, wonders and 
miraculous healing. The Lord promised to 
release the miraculous within His body! It 
is the way in which they are released and 
our posture that is my central concern. The 
‘greater works’ that Jesus prophesied are 
to be apart of our generation. What does 
the Bible state as cautions regarding the 
necessary discernment in the end times? I 
trust the following passages will bring  
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Are we in the end times? Can we discern 
between authentic and the deceptions that 
are all around us?  

    I remember with fondness the early days 
of my calling into the ministry and my 
Spirit-filled journey with the Lord. It was 
the winter of 1977 and there seemed to be a 
buzz everywhere that we were in the end 
times. In fact I thought that the Lord could 
return for His bride at any moment. I lived 
my life with an expectancy and zeal. I also 
recall the great distress I felt as older     
believer’s cautioned me that I would soon 
settle down and live the ‘normal Christian 
life’. To my dismay, I saw many who had 
settled for ‘normal’ or perhaps mundane 
and I was sure that there must be more than 
what we had experienced to that point.  

    Today, it is still the same. There is an 
ever increasing awareness that we are 
dwelling as strangers in a land that is not 
our own, but we are to occupy and subdue 
that land until the Lord returns.  

    The older I become, the more I realize 
that there is nothing new under the sun! 
There has always been a longing within 
man to understand or know: “Will I survive 
if something goes wrong in the world?” or  
“What is going to happen next?” “Are we 
in the end times?” In fact, we are just like 
Jesus’ disciples! They asked Him the same 
questions in Matthew 24:3. 

     We long to know the future, so we can 
plan our activities and yet still be ready for 
the potential of tomorrow’s inevitable.  

     In the midst of our longing for ‘spiritual 
experiences’ lies, a potential scheme that 
whispers into the believer’s ear: “you are a 
King’s kid, you  deserve the best” or “you 
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clarification on this point. Prayerfully read through them! 

    Each of us need to scripturally discern the times that we 
are privileged to be living in. This article is not intended to 
titillate our senses or in any way cast aspersions on others 
in the Body of Christ. It is crucial to keep our personal 
agendas clear from biblically dividing truth from error. 
When our personal likes and dislikes twists our ability to 
divide God’s word accurately, a trail of carnage is always 
left behind us. It is the cry of my heart that we minimize 
the tearing down or scattering of the Body of Christ. We 
are called to build one another up in the most holy faith.  

    The scripture is clear that in the last days, signs and 
wonders will abound. The scripture is also clear that at the 
end of the age, false prophets will call people away from 
the focal point of our faith: The finished work of Jesus 
Christ on the Cross of Calvary! Jesus warned:  

But I fear that somehow your pure and undivided  
devotion to Christ will be corrupted, just as Eve was 
deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent. You  
happily put up with whatever anyone tells you,  
even   if they preach a different Jesus than the    
one we preach, or a different kind of Spirit than  
the one you received, or a different kind of gospel 
than the one you believed.  2 Corinthians 11:3-4 

“Suppose there are prophets among you or those 
who dream dreams about the future, and they 
promise you signs or miracles, and the predicted 
signs or miracles occur. If they then say, ‘Come, let 
us worship other gods’- gods you have not known 
before - do not listen to them. The LORD your God 
is testing you to see if you truly love him with all 
your heart and soul. Serve only the LORD your God 
and fear him alone. Obey his commands, listen to 
his voice, and cling to him.  Deuteronomy 13:1-4 

. . . false prophets will rise up and perform signs 
and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even 
God’s chosen ones. Watch out! I have warned you 
about this ahead of time!  Mark 13:20-23  

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange 
teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strength-
ened by grace . . .  Hebrews 13:9  

I saw the Lord standing beside a wall that had been 
built using a plumb line. He was using a plumb line 
to see if it was still straight. And the LORD said to 
me, “Amos, what do you see?” I answered, “A 
plumb line.” And the Lord replied, “I will test my 
people with this plumb line. I will no longer ignore 
all their sins.  Amos 7:7-8  

     

We are in a time that is overwhelming in many ways! 
On one hand we are seeing the Gospel preached to the 
ends of the earth, yet on the other hand we are seeing an 
alarming increase of slumber or stupor by believers. At 
one end of the spectrum we see the great persecution 
against the church and at the other extreme we see some 
of the greatest distortions of God’s Word ever preached. 
Some of signs and wonders are allowed by the Spirit of 
God because of the desperate needs of people. Father 
God loves all of His creation! Signs or wonders can in 
no way be used as a plumb line to validate unbiblical or 
new age teaching within the Church. The whole counsel 
of God needs to be the plumb line of our discernment. 
Amos tells us that a day will come when the Lord will 
no longer ignore our sin. He will in test ‘His’ people 
with His Word. These warnings need to be heeded. 

    I prayed continuously in the late 1970’s that I would 
be apart of the elect spoken of by Christ in Matthew 24. 
In the end times they would not be deceived but, they 
would be faithful to the Lord and His Word! In those 
early days, I never thought that deception would be so 
subtle! But then for a deception to be successful, it must 
be subversive and it must inculcate itself into the fiber of 
our mindset, ever so slowly so as not to awaken us to 
it’s purpose - the spiritual slumber or death of those 
numbered within the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

    Many, if not most that are or become deceived are 
genuine, sincere people who are desperate for God to do 
something in the midst of their personal circumstance.  

    However we must answer the questions of the ‘lines’ 
that we will or will not cross long before we are con-
fronted with the reality of making choices in the midst 
of desperate scenarios. This is the heart of being mature. 
This is the foundation of making disciples. This is why 
when we go into all the world to preach the gospel that 
we are commanded to make disciples. Disciples are to 
become mature so that others will learn by example. 

    Yes, we live in the end times. Yes, deceptions will 
increase all around us. But, as we become mature, the 
worry of being deceived will not overtake us, for the 
plumb line truth of the Word of God will set and keep us 
free! Allow God to set the plumb line of His Word in 
your life today and walk in freedom and empowered all 
the days of your life! 

And many false prophets will appear and will 
deceive many people. Sin will be rampant    

everywhere, and the love of many will grow 
cold. But the one who endures to the end will 

be saved. Matthew 24:11-13 NLT 
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obliterated faith from the tribal people of Kazakhstan. As 
I have reported in the past, we must as a Kingdom minded 
ministry move quickly while the borders of this nation 
remain relatively open to the Gospel. Reports coming out 
of the nation are stating that the KGB are making it more 
difficult for pastors to lead their congregations. Young 
believers are easily intimidated by political and military 
authorities. The Church of Kazakhstan is doing all it can! 
My thoughts and prayers began asking: “Lord, what can 
we do to help them?”  
 

 
    I am thrilled to report that Mission Partners Intl. came 
to us and offered to supply all the brand new clothing for 
men, women and children that we can get to the people! 
We are also partnering with Street Challenge Ministries 
International to introduce a ‘child sponsorship program’ 
where families are helped through their connection to a 
local congregation in the nation.  

    After my first trip to Kazakhstan I told you of the 
needs. I also told you that there were legitimate ministries 
on the ground for us to partner with in the gospel ministry 
of Jesus Christ. Your sowing in 2006 is producing lasting 
fruit. I will return to Kazakhstan in late August. This trip 
will focus on three criteria: 
1. Train pastors and leaders for Kingdom ministry* 
2. Distribute new clothing to needy families 
3. Establish child sponsorship programs in each city 

    *If you want to be apart of this outreach that will also 
touch pastors from Iran, Tajikistan, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Uzbekistan, Israel, and Kazakhstan, please contact our 
office. Tomorrow’s leaders are depending on us sowing 
into their lives and ministries today!   

    It has been almost two years since Christ For Your City 
first traveled to and ministered in Kazakhstan. As some of 
you may recall, the physical needs of this nation were 
overwhelming. Every Church I visited had an in-house 
addictions abuse program, housing as many as 12-15 men 
in a home of about 1200 square feet or less. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     As I returned home from that trip I wondered, what can 
we as a ministry do? Our specific calling is to prepare 
leaders and pastors to experience personal and corporate 
transformation so that God’s Kingdom advances and the 
enemies schemes, plans and tactics are thwarted!  

   While I was still in Kazakhstan, I 
   spoke with Pastor Genia. He told 
   how he wanted to expand the  
   ministry. He explained the tangi 
   ble need of the Church in his city. 
   He needed a partner from the west 
   to help him move forward. He 
was not looking for a hand out from the ‘wealthy west’ but 
rather for Kingdom minded partners who would invest in 
the process of reconstruction and restoration in the City of 
Ruddny. Unemployment and hopelessness run rampant in 
the people. Though 50% of the nation claim Islam as their 
religion, the reality is that the former USSR regime all but 
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On this DVD Michael challenges the Church to identi fy  
mindsets or strongholds that allow our ‘cultural tr aditions’ 
to have a greater place of honor in our lives than ‘Kingdom 
of God’ principles.  
 
This is “The Clash of Cultures!”  
 
When confronted in a loving way with the truth of G od’s 
Word, people will lay down their traditions or cult ural behav-
ior to begin walking in a new understanding and fre edom in 
God’s Word. 
 
As a ministry, we are increasingly aware that you h ave many 
distractions vying for your time, talent and treasu re. We 
want to help you redeem your precious time by produ cing 
relevant messages on DVD format for you.  
 
Call to order your copy of “The Clash of Kingdoms!”    
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Christ For Your City is a registered non-profit charity with Revenue Canada. All Canadian donations are eligible for official income tax receipts. 
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