
    These verses have become standard fare 
in my life. I’ve come to understand that 
many times I have read verses or prayed 
prayers faithfully, yet God’s empower-
ment upon my understanding was missing. 
We are in a time where our discernment as 
believers must be sharp. And so it was the 
day a few weeks ago when I began to read 
these verses in John. 

    In my longing to see the glory of God 
manifested in my city, I was missing what 
seems to be an obvious truth imbedded in 
the midst of verse twenty two. Jesus is 
speaking to Father (continued on page 3) 
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"I do not pray for these alone, but 
also for those who will believe in Me 
through their word; "that they all 
may be one, as You, Father, are in 
Me, and I in You; that they also may 
be one in Us, that the world may     
believe that You sent Me. "And the 
glory which You gave Me I have 
given them, that they may be one just 
as We are one:  John 17:20-22 NKJV 
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     As I recently traveled to and ministered in South East Asia I was faced with a scenario 
that few would relish. However, the One who promised He would lead and guide us into 
all truth went with me to lead, to teach and to guide me. Let me share a thumbnail sketch 
of the opportunity God gave me to be taught by the Holy Spirit. 

     I was ministering to a group of forty-two pastors and leaders. We had all squished into 
a fifteen foot by fifteen foot square room. They were all sitting on the ceramic tile floor 
for about eight hours a day. There were no windows in this room and the air conditioner 
was in no way able to keep up with so many bodies in such a small space when the outside 
temperature was thirty-five degrees Celsius. The group included many pastor’s wives and 
everyone huddled eagerly on the floor for the first day of a two day meeting, ready to lis-
ten to the preacher from Canada. 

     The stage was set for two days of God filled blessing, anointing and breakthroughs! 
Little did I know what the breakthroughs would truly look like. Let (continued on page 2) 

For the security of pastors and their congregations, the national identity of where these 
people live and minister cannot be shared. Pray for these men and women of God!����

There is a hunger within many circles of  
Christian culture for the ‘glory of God’ to 
manifest in our cities, nation and even the 
nations of the earth. I believe this hunger 
comes directly from Father God to those 
who are open to hear His heart, not only 
for the harvest, but also for the pleasure of 
His heart in this generation.  

    I have longed for the day in which the 
prayer of Jesus in John 17 would be fully 
realised. But before we read those familiar 
verses, let’s pray the Word of God:  

I pray for you constantly, asking God, 
the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom 
and insight so that you might grow in 
your knowledge of God. I pray that 
your hearts will be flooded with light 
so that you can understand the       
confident hope he has given to those 
he called—his holy people who are 
his rich and glorious inheritance. 
Ephesians 1:16-18 NLT 
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continued from page 1) me explain. Before leaving Can-
ada, the Lord spoke to me and said, “Michael, if the pas-
tors of (nation’s name) will receive the word that you 
bring, I will release national revival” in their country.  

     I must tell you that I was not thrilled that God used the 
“R” word. In my Christian experience, I have only seen 
the Church misuse and abuse the potential of God visiting 
His people by expressing that “revival is on it’s way” or 
“if you prepare, God will release revival.”  

     I admit that I was jaded to the term revival in the North 
American context. You can only imagine my horror when 
I sensed God was saying to me that He would release 
“national revival” in a Communist nation halfway around 
the world, if the pastors would receive the word that I 
brought to them.  

     Now the stage is fully set for sharing with this group of 
pastors from the underground church in one of the most 
persecuted nations on the earth today.  

     It was after lunch when I began to share on forgiveness 
and reconciliation. As I was doing my best to share these 
insights, I could tell they were having a hard time grasping 
the fundamental differences between reconciliation and 
forgiveness.  

     I shared that we must to forgive, if we are to forgiven. 
They all agreed! I then shared that forgiveness is not the 
same as reconciliation. It was on this point that I hit a 
brick wall. It seemed there was no way to simplify the 
concept for them to embrace this truth. I then had an inspi-
ration. May I suggest that sometimes our inspirations are 
God’s way of interrupting our natural thinking and way of 
doing things to reveal truth that in turn releases transform-
ing power to change that we could never or would never 
orchestrate in our own strength. 

     I said to the pastors: “You would never send a woman 
back into the home where she had been repeatedly beaten 
by her husband. Right?” They stared back at me with 
blank looks on their faces. I thought, “oh no, I have just 
stepped into a knee high pile of cow dung!” I realized their 
blank look was more of bewilderment than of disagreeing 
with me.  

     The national president of this underground fellowship 
or denomination said “Michael, this is the main issue we 
face in the church of our nation.”  

     I asked, “what do you mean?”  

     As the truth unfolded I learned that “wife beating was 
culturally acceptable practice” in this nation. It was the 
main issue leaders had to discipline their pastors for doing. 
That’s right, pastors’ beat their wives in that culture, was 
not only acceptable, but it was a common occurrence. I 
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was overwhelmed. How could this be?  

     I now knew I was in over my head! What could I say? I 
knew I couldn’t tell them how ‘my culture’ dealt with such 
atrocities. This issue was not how my culture differed 
from their culture. I had no answer to give these precious 
men and women of God.  

     I cried out to the Lord, “what do You say Father?” 

     He spoke to my heart and said, “Michael, remind the 
men that one day they will be my bride, do they want me to 
beat them like they beat their wives?” 

     I thought to myself, “Lord are you sure you want me to 
say that?” I already knew the answer. The Father never 
wastes words or thoughts when He speaks to His children. 
Of course He wanted me to speak the words He had spoke 
to my heart. And the way in which I was to speak them 
was important, but He did want me to say what was on His 
heart. 

     Jesus lived the example of how to walk listening to the 
voice of God. In John 5:19 (NLT) we read: “So Jesus    
explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 
himself. He does only what he sees the Father doing. 
Whatever the Father does, the Son also does.” What we 
hear Jesus speak and what we see Jesus do; those are the 
things that we should be doing! I had a choice to make. 
Would I respond in obedience to the Lord or would I 
shrink back from His Word and His test of my heart? 

     I ventured by faith to walk across a massive chasm. I 
repeated the words that God had indelibly written on my 
heart: “ remind the men that one day they will be my 
bride, do they want me to beat them like they beat 
their wives?” I prayed hard. I was not at all sure how 
these precious believers would respond to me, a westerner, 
who had no idea what life as believer in their nation was 
like. Remember, this nation is the seventh worst persecu-
tor of the Church and Christians in the world!  

     I had entered into the war zone of culture traditions 
versus kingdom culture! I had stumbled into “The Clash of 
Cultures” and there was no easy way to escape. 

     Their response overwhelmed me more than the initial 
impact of wife beating in the church. They immediately 
bowed low in repentance and cried out to the Lord to 
break the cycles of dishonour and release His Spirit upon 
them in their families! It absolutely amazed me. These 
leaders no longer defended their position, but acknowl-
edged their sin and repented. 

     I have more questions than ever today! What cultural 
tradition do we hold onto that would stick out like a sore 
thumb to a believer from another nation? What does the 
Lord require us to let go of in order to embrace “Kingdom 
culture”? Can we release our cultural paradigms so that 
“Kingdom culture” releases God’s glory through our life? 
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(continued from page 1) God. Listen 
to what He says again: “And the glory 
which You gave Me I have given 
them, that they may be one just as We 
are one.” 

    All of our efforts to come into the 
unity described in the Bible seem to 
so many times become as a bad joke 
as we have done everything but stand 
on our heads to ensure God’s plans 
and purposes being accomplished. For 
some of you these statements may 
leave a sting, but rest assured I am not 
trying to cause more pain or twist the 
knife that may have already been 
thrust into your heart as you (as I) 
have diligently worked to establish 
unity within the Body of Christ. 
Rather, I have come to the under-
standing that in fact a secret lies 
within this verse. Yes, the secret of 
biblically based unity that releases the 
Gospel to the world lies within the 
words of this verse.  

     As I read these verses I was over-
come with truth. So many times I 
have sought to outward circumstances 
to align to release as it were God’s 
glory in the earth. I do believe there is 
an element where the manifestation of 
God’s glory does come down or is 
released from with out. Jesus declared 
the truth plainly. Father God had 
given His glory to Jesus Christ, His 
Son as He came to the earth as Em-
manuel. He was now prophetically 
declaring how the unity of the Father 
and Son should be established again 
within the earth. Jesus gives us His 
Father’s glory. It is, I believe apart of 
our divine DNA in Christ.  

     Now the unity of God the Father 
and God the Son were re-sown into 
the DNA of any who called upon the 
name of the Lord in matters of faith 
and life! 

     The glory of God resides within 
each of who is bought by the blood of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth! Now the 
question begs to be asked: “why have 
we missed this truth?” “Why has the 

glory that lies within us never seen 
the release of God’s purposes before 
now so that the whole world would 
know that God sent Him to save us 
all? 

     I have for many years believed that 
the declaration of Paul in Corinthians 
held more truth than first met the eye. 
Many times we apply the truth of a 
scripture with limited effectiveness 
due to the blindness of our personal 
understanding, revelation and/or Holy 
Spirit illumination. Therefore before 
we go any further, let’s ask the Holy 
Spirit to connect the dots of His Word 
as we now look at 2 Corinthians:  

     Though believers are not in the 
midst of an eternal perishing any 
longer because of the power of the 
blood of Jesus Christ being applied to 
our lives, as believers we are engaged 
in a wonderful journey called sanctifi-
cation. This journey is the completing 
work of the cross in our soul. It is in 
the soul (mind, will and emotions) 
that we are being renewed by the 
washing of God’s Word. I would like 
to offer a thought to you; that there 
are areas within our present under-
standing that we have more unbelief 
than belief. There are also areas where 
doubt would never overtake belief in 
our lives. Those areas are the places 
of revelation of God’s Word in our 
lives. Those are the areas where the 
logos of God’s Word has become 
rhema because our soul has yielded to 
truth and thereby been awakened, re-
leasing truth within our belief system. 
Our spirit would have agreed to these 
truths potentially for years, but waited 
for our soul to come into agreement 
with God’s Word.  

     Where does this leave us with the 

thought of God’s glory being released 
in our lives? Simply put, I believe we 
need a realignment of our mindset 
with the mind of the Lord. In Amos, 
we are told that it is God’s plumb line 
that should be the standard by which 
life is to be set in order.  

     It is worth noting: God was not 
suddenly surprised by the revelation 
that His people were not living up to 
His standard. Instead He stated that 
He would ‘no longer ignore their 
sins.’ God’s glory will not be shared 
by another. In the midst of His warn-
ings, He still stands by the underlying 
fact that Jesus gave us the Father’s 
glory so that we might be one, even as 
He and the Father are one. And the 
purpose of releasing this seed of glory 
within us is so that the world might 
know that God in fact sent His only 
begotten Son into the world to save 
those who would call on His name in 
faith.  

     There is a coming release of God’s 
glory on the earth, and it perhaps a 
day that is already upon us. Habakkuk 
2:14 NLT declares “for as the waters 
fill the sea, the earth will be filled 
with an awareness of the glory of the 
LORD.” In the NKJV the same verse 
declares: “for the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea.” 

     The glory of God has been given 
to each one that names Jesus as Lord. 
Don’t look for His glory to manifest 
as some force coming upon you, but 
give God the Holy Spirit permission 
to work in you, so that which He has 
deposited is released. Then the whole 
world will know that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God, sent to earth to save 
each one of us from our sins. 

����
�����������&&&����
�����������&&&����
�����������&&&����
�����������&&&� ���

���	�������� �������

But even if our gospel is veiled, it 
is veiled to those who are  perish-
ing, whose minds the god of this 
age has blinded, who do not be-
lieve, lest the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the im-
age of God, should shine on them. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NKJV 

And the Lord said to me, “Amos, 
what do you see?” I answered, “A 
plumb line.” And the Lord replied, 
“I will test my people with this 
plumb line. I will no longer ignore 
their sins. The pagan shrines of 
your ancestors will be ruined… 
Amos 7:7-9a NLT 
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Jan. 8  Sudbury, ON  Tree of Life   Phil Lichty pslichty@hotmail.com  
Jan. 9-10 Elliot Lake, ON  Grace Christian Centre  Glenn Forest  
Jan. 11  Sudbury, ON  Meet with city gatekeepers Phil Lichty pslichty@hotmail.com 
Jan. 12-13 Springdale, NL  Living Waters Ministries Dave Mercer judymercer23@hotmail.com 
Jan 14-15 St. John’s, NL  Meet with city intercessors Wanda Fost linkinghearts@nl.sympatico.ca 
Jan. 19-22 Winnipeg, MB  Zion Apostolic Church   Randy Wengel zion@gatewest.net 
Jan. 26  Prince George, BC Meet with city intercessors Peter Ziemer pziemer@telus.net 
Jan. 27  Prince George, BC The Well Fellowship  Peter Ziemer pziemer@telus.net 
Jan. 27  Prince George, BC Prince George House of Prayer Marja Kostamo pghop@telus.net 
Jan. 30 Burlington, ON  Ontario Watchmen Leadership Sam Parker bapsam@sympatico.ca 
Feb. 2 Prince George, BC BC Watchmen Gathering Peter Ziemer pziemer@telus.net 
Feb. 3 Dawson Creek, BC Dawson Creek Community Ch. David Roch droch@pris.bc.ca 
Feb. 3 Fort St. John, BC The Shelter   Oral Benterud obeb@pris.ca 
Feb. 9-12 Lethbridge, AB  Free Grace Fellowship  Bill Zwartbol bezwartbol@telus.net 
Feb. 18-20 Toronto, ON  Watchmen National Team  David Demian david@watchmen.org  
Feb. 21-23 Toronto, ON  Ontario Watchmen Gathering Sam Parker bapsam@sympatico.ca 
Feb. 24 Haldimand, ON  New Life Community Church Ross Baxter rbaxter_53@sympatico.ca 
Mar. 1-2 Prince George, BC Gateway Christian Ministries Tim Osiowy taog@telus.net 
Mar. 2 Delta, BC  St. Cuthbert’s Anglican Church Al Carson alcarson@mac.com 
Mar. 9 Toronto, ON  Danforth Community Church Dexter Quinlan  
Mar. 16 London, ON  King St. Community Church Troy Dingwell dingy@execulink.com 
Apr. 4-8 Ottawa, ON  West Ottawa Christian Comm. Ken Hall khall@storm.ca 
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This prayer journal will challenge you in your walk  of prayer, so you will begin to 
hear and recognize the voice of God and see transfor mation increase in your life! 

 

If you are desirous for God to breakthrough in your  life,  
this prayer guide will help you chart your progress  in prayer!  

 

To order call: 519.679.7729 
Email: cfyc@cfyc.org 

 

Bulk Order Discounts Available  

Ann and I are so blessed to do the things we do and go to the places 
where God opens doors. Sometimes life can be hard, but when the        
moments of difficulty are returned to the ‘foot of the cross’ we are   
then able to take inventory of God’s grace upon our lives.  
 

One of the graces that always humbles us is to count the number of 
friends like you who believe in what God has called us to do. We know 
you believe in our mission, because you care enough to support the call 
of God in our lives. Thank you for sharing your heart and life with us. 

 

We want to encourage you to keep on the journey of faith God has called you to. Always 
remember, God is with you, and He is a rewarder of those who are faithful to Him!  
 

Blessings, Love & Prayers,  
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Go into all the world and preach the Good News 
to everyone, everywhere.  Mark 16:15 NLT 

Christ For Your City is a   
charity registered with  

Revenue Canada. 


